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What's been happening this week?

Year 1 braved the chilly weather to explore the seasons at Manor House
Gardens on Wednesday. Thank you so much to all the parents who came
along to help- we can't do these outings without you!

Rehearsals for the Winter Performances are in full swing and the songs are
sounding great! We can't wait to share our songs and poems with you all.
See Important Dates for the dates and times of the shows.

Thank you so much to Trinity Laban for putting on a brilliant performance of
the musical ‘You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown!' this afternoon. Years 3, 4,
5 and 6 thoroughly enjoyed it and will be humming the tunes for a while!

Thank you to F@B for funding our lovely tree this festive season. We are
ready for the celebrations!

What is happening next week?

In assembly on Monday we will talk about using our voices to keep ourselves
safe and happy.

On Tuesday, Year 5 and 6 have a visit from the author Claire Linney who
will introduce her fantastic Time Tub Travellers books.

On Wednesday we will welcome the cast of the Broadway Theatre
pantomime to school, to lead an assembly all about their version of the Dick
Whittington story which starts in the Caribbean. This will help us to enjoy the
pantomime when we go at the end of term.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to school on Tuesday and
Thursday to meet with the teacher to discuss your child's progress. Please
respect the ten minute timings to protect teacher wellbeing and the timing of
other parent appointments.




IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE OFFICE

Years 1-6 Parents and Carers: Please give permission for the upcoming pantomime trip on WEDUC and make payment

on Arbor.

Reception Parents and Carers: Please give permission for the upcoming Unicorn Theatre trip on Weduc and make

payment on Arbor.

BRINDISHE LEE

» FUN & GAMES
HOT DOGS
MULLED WINE
XMAS JUMPER SALE
CHOIR PERFORMS 4PM
SEE FATHER CHRISTMAS!

ALL WELCOME!

FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER
3.30pu-4.45pu F@B

Volunteers needed - please spare 45 minutes of your time to
help run the Winter Fair after school on Friday 5 December.
We would love more newcomers to get involved. You can sign
up here:

o © 9-50908238-christmas

Tombola prizes (toys, books) needed - see attached flyer.

Christmas Jumper Sale: Please bring your unwanted/outgrown
jumpers to reception.

All funds used for the benefit the school ™ &

Well done to everyone who went to the Junior Parkrun last
week! Keep going and all are welcome! We will celebrate your
achievements in our Praise Assemblies!

Go to Eltham Park South to start the run at 9am- Glenesk Road,
SE9 1AN. Get there a bit earlier for the warm up.

Important Dates

Monday 10" Nov- Friday 14*
[Nov

17 9" Now

FriZa% Now

Scholastic Baok Fair

Insat Day - No
school for children

Please note, Winter Performances will start promptly at 2.45pm. Gates will open at 2.35pm.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549AFA82AA1FDCE9-59908238-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549AFA82AA1FDCE9-59908238-christmas
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Lets Go Zero!

For a healthier, happier Brindishe Schools, we are cutting our carbon with Let’s Go Zero!

Brindishe
Federation

LET’'S GO

ZER(

Schools working together to be zero carbon

Brindishe Schools have already embarked on our journey to be zero carbon by 2030.

All three schools have a climate action plan - now a must for all schools and support from our Climate Action
Advisor, Oci Scott who provides practical solutions and ideas. We are trying to lower our energy bills, have better
buildings, develop thriving outdoor spaces and ensure that our children enjoy planet-friendly food.

8000 schools across the country have signed up to the ‘Let’'s Go Zero’ pledge to become carbon zero by 2030.
Here are some of the areas that we are focusing on at Brindishe Green, Brindishe Manor and Brindishe Lee this

year.

Energy

With building upgrades, and
modern technologies like
solar panels, schoaols can
lower fuel bills and create a
better environment for staff
and students.
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Green skills and
careers

A growing number of jobs are
linked to sustainability and
climate action. We support
schools to help young people
explore these careers, and
get the skills to succeed.

Waste

Whether they're saving
water, food, energy or
office supplies, schools
lower emissions and costs
by cutting waste. Teachers
and students can get
involved too.

/

Food

Food is a big source of
school carbon emissions.
We help schools and their
suppliers provide meals
that are delicious, popular
and climate-friendly.
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Adaptation and
resilience

Climate change means
floods and heatwaves are a
growing risk. We help
schools take practical
steps that protect people’s
health, and make schoals
more comfortable place to
work and learn.

Procurement

Purchasing goods and
services also drives up
emissions - but tracking
the impact of this, and
taking action, is
particularly tough. We help
schools put sustainability
at the heart of their buying
processes.

Curriculum

With free resources from
across our Let's Go Zero
coalition, we help teachers
deliver engaging lessons on
climate change, nature and
the environment.

Water

Saving water lowers bills and
benefits the environment. We
support a wide range of
actions - from behaviour
change campaigns to
rainwater harvesting.




Green Careers Week - Not Just Lab Coats

3rd to the 8th of November 2025 was Green Careers Week!

We’'re getting

“A green career can be any job, role or occupation that i !
contributes to preserving or restoring the environment and our involved with
planet. It can be any industry, not just those seen as ‘green.’
Green careers are a fast-growing global employment sector that
touches every company, employer, employee, and education
establishment. Requiring everyone to work together to build a
talent pipeline from school through to employment for the
thousands and thousands of jobs and roles needed for the
future.”

During Green Careers Week, in all Brindishe Schools, we spoke to
the children in our assemblies about jobs, roles and occupations
that contributes to saving our environment.

By recognising Green Careers Week with our children and
parents/carers, we are integrating green skills and career
pathways in our schools.

Here you can find a plethora of resources and a ‘Parent’s ‘Guide’. EEEEH CAH’E ERS WEEH'.

Online Resources to support your child at home
understand climate change

BBC Bitesize has an abundance of resources to aid you
child’s understanding of climate change, suitable for EYFS,
KS1 and KS2 and teens. Click the image to find out more.

ORSe SNGI” . -

Save energy and money

Reducing the amount of energy we use is one of the most
effective ways to reduce our carbon footprint. Encourage
your children to become ‘energy detectives’ and:

e Turn off lights when leaving a room

* Unplug electronic devices when not in use TURN OFF THE LIGHTS,
¢ Consider clothing choices instead of adjusting heating
or cooling. «eertie FUTURE BRIGHT.

These habits help save energy, teach children ‘-\\',\__\\‘“///,/'.f ﬁ
responsibility and can significantly lower your energy = \ '
costs. Additional steps you can take include choosing
energy efficient lightbulbs and appliances, and by
switching to renewable energy sources like solar or wind
where available. N\
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/search?q=climate+change&d=BITESIZE&edgeauth=eyJhbGciOiAiSFMyNTYiLCAidHlwIjogIkpXVCJ9.eyJrZXkiOiAiZmFzdGx5LXVyaS10b2tlbi0xIiwiZXhwIjogMTc2Mzk3ODczMywibmJmIjogMTc2Mzk3ODM3MywicmVxdWVzdHVyaSI6ICIlMkZiaXRlc2l6ZSUyRnNlYXJjaCUzRnElM0RjbGltYXRlJTJCY2hhbmdlJTI2ZCUzREJJVEVTSVpFIn0.y0plfCmKjw5HHdSDSIYrtYGHy051JeLWtFWR9yA4l-k
https://greencareersweek.com/resources-2025/
https://greencareersweek.com/resources-2025/

Climate action for families

Practical steps you can take at home to help
protect the planet.

Connect with nature

Children who feel connected to nature are more
motivated to protect it.

Start with simple activities:

* Get outside and encourage your child to observe
plants and animals

* Create nature challenges where children look for
specific leaves, flowers or birds

* Build a bird feeder and watch visiting wildlife

¢ Plant a tree or care for a potted plant at home.

Reduce, reuse, repair, recycle E

We can help protect the climate if we “Reduce, Reuse, Repair and Recycle”.

Reduce how much waste your family produces. Choose longer-lasting items - reffuce —
over single use, disposable alternatives. For example, you can encourage [
children to use reusable water bottles and carry reusable bags with them
for shopping.

Help them think about what we consume. For example, using both sides of
the paper when writing or drawing, or asking before buying new things "Do
I really need this? Can | borrow or share with a friend or sibling instead?"

Reuse by finding new purposes for old household items. Challenge your
children to find creative ways to reuse items rather than throwing them
away. For example, you can transform glass jars into pencil holders,
cardboard boxes into craft storage and old t-shirts into cleaning rags. Avoid
re-using single-use plastic items though, which can be harmful for health.

Repair items rather than replacing them with new ones. If something
breaks at home, can you fix it or take it to a local repair shop? Often it can
be cheaper than buying a new one. Learning practical skills like sewing can
be a fun activity to do with your children. You can repair damaged clothing
or find creative ways to update them to match your child’'s sense of style!

Recycle by setting up clearly labelled recycling bins at home and teaching
children to sort materials properly. Could your child create a poster to
remind everyone what materials should go where? Remember to set a
positive example by consistently recycling yourself. If your community does
not have a recycling programme, write a letter with your child to the local
government about why it is important to have one.




Starting Reception in 2026

Family and Education

Important dates for the admission process for children starting
primary school in September 2026.

The deadline for applying for a primary school place is Thursday
15 January 2026.

Contact

Primary School Admissions and Appeals
Laurence Hause, 1 Catford Road, SE6 4RU

Telephone: o/ 02083148282

Email: B4 primaryadmissions@lewisham.gov.uk

Online Safety Bulletin

New Technology

Applying to start

primary school 2026-27

Information about admissions arrangements

Is your child due to start primary schoaol in
September 20267

I your chdd was bom between 1 September 2021 and
31 August 2022, you can apply for a Reception place for
Septembss 2026

Before you apply you should

@ Rescarch your local primary schock

@ isit schools you want to apply for

® carefully check the admissiors criteria fior schoals
you are interested in

From 1 September 2025, wisit our website for everything
yau reed o know abaut applying for primary schaol
places, including:

® schools that are in the borough and ae dosest to you
® how to apply for a scheol place

® how dechions are made

® what happens after you apply

& impostant dates in the application process.

Deciding which schools to apply for

The first step is to decide which schaols you would like
tor apply for, Thene are many good and outstanding
primary schools in the Lewisham borough, Find aut
about these schools and see which ane neanest to you
&t wiie lenisharm genuk,/ primanysehoals.

Check if your child ks likely to be offered a place at
a school

IF there are mone applicants for a school than places
available, we use the admissiors criteria to decide who
should be offered a place. The exiteria vary From school
te schoal. You should wse them ta find out if your
child has a good change of being offered a place at the
schooks you prefer

How to apply

You need te apply online at weew,cadmissions.oeg.uk
You can apply fior up to skc schools, either i Lewisham
o¢ outside the borough. You must not put independent
schack on your application. You must st the schagls
you wish to apply Far in preference order, You can apply
online From 1 September 2025 and must apply by the
closing date on 15 January 2026.

When you will find out which schaal your child has
been offered a place at

You will get an email on the evening of national offer day,
Thursday 16 Apeil 2026. It will tell you whese your chikd
has been offered a place and how 1o accept the offer.

From 1 September 2025, you can find all the
infarmation you need to apply for primany school
places at e lewisham, gov.uk / primaryademissions, i
yeau cannct find the infermation you need, call us on
0206314 82682 (Monday - Thursday 10-12pm and
Maonday 2-4pm).

Children and young people with special educational
needs and disabilities

Mot chikdren and young people with special educational
nevds and disabilities can get the support they need at
local mainstieam schools.

1f yous ehild has an education, health and eare plan,
you need to follow a different process. Find out mare
at www bewisham.govuk,/SENadmissions.

Free email reminders

Sign up to get free emails with reminders,

application tips and re at
www.lewisham.gov.uk/
primaryadmissions

With Christmas nearly here and with some children receiving new technology or related games, here is a
quick reminder of the importance of setting up appropriate parental controls.

Games/Consoles
- Check age ratings: look at the PEGI rating of any new games.

- Remember, PEGI rates the gameplay so whilst it is important to review age ratings, you must also check to

see if it has any communication elements.

- If a game does allow your child to communicate with others, then adjust or disable the settings as

appropriate to your child.

- On the device itself, set up applicable controls such as restricting spending limits and managing who they
can communicate with. Follow the links below to find out how to set up Parental Controls for some devices:

Xbox: https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/family-hub

PS5: https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/

Nintendo Switch: https://www.nintendo.co.uk/Hardware/NintendoSwitch-Parental-Controls/Nintendo-Switch-

Parental-Controls-1183145.html

Tablets/Smart phones

Set up parental controls on the device to prevent purchases, restrict content viewed and adjust privacy
settings. Furthermore, remember to check any apps your child requests to check that they are suitable for

their age. Follow the links below to find out more:
iPhones/iPad: https://support.apple.com/en-gb/105121

Android Device: https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738

Further information

You can find out more about parental controls here: https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/parental-

controls/



https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/family-hub
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/
https://www.nintendo.co.uk/Hardware/NintendoSwitch-Parental-Controls/Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls-1183145.html
https://www.nintendo.co.uk/Hardware/NintendoSwitch-Parental-Controls/Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls-1183145.html
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/105121
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/parental-controls/
https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/parental-controls/

Key Federation Dates

Friday 28" November - INSET DAY - Schools closed to all children.
End of Autumn Term - Friday 19th December 2025

INSET DAY - school closed to children - Monday 5 January 2026
Start of Spring 1 - Tuesday 6 January 2026



mailto:rawaite@brindisheschools.org
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